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Great Vespers on the evening of 

the Feast of 

the Universal Exaltation of the Holy and Life-Giving Cross 

of Our Lord and God, Jesus Christ

Great Vespers will be celebrated according to Byzantine Catholic tradition at Holy Cross Church, San Jose, on the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross on Tuesday, September 14, at 7:00pm. A relic of the true Cross of Christ will be venerated during Vespers. Holy Cross Church is located at 580 Jackson Street in San Jose. For more information contact Father Anthony Hernandez of St. Basil’s Byzantine Catholic Church, Los Gatos, CA, at (408) 871-0919, pastor@stbasil.org, www.stbasil.org. For Holy Cross Parish website: www.holycrosssj.com. 


HYMNS FROM VESPERS

O precious Cross of the Lord, * Moses prefigured you when he stretched out his arms to heaven * and thus defeated the haughty Amalek. * You are the pride of the faithful * and the strength of those who struggle, * the glory of the Apostles, the courage of the just ones, * and the salvation of the Saints. * Therefore, at the sight of your elevation, * the whole creation rejoices, exalts, and glorifies Christ * whose goodness joined together those who had strayed.

O most venerable Cross of the Lord, * the angels surround you with joy at your elevation today. * You raise up those who had fallen and had been delivered to death * for having eaten of the forbidden tree. * Therefore, we praise you with our lips, * begging for sanctification, saying: * Exalt Christ our gracious God, O you nations, * and adore His divine footsteps forever. 

Glory + to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever. Amen.

Come all you people, * let us venerate the blessed Cross of the Lord * through which eternal justice came to us. * He who deceived Adam, the first man, was conquered by a tree, * and the same who fettered the royal creation by his cunning * has been cast down into nothingness. * The venom of the serpent has been washed away * by the divine blood of Christ. * The curse of the rightful sentence was lifted * when the just Christ was condemned unjustly. * By God’s plan, death that had come from a tree would be conquered by a Tree, * and suffering would be healed by the suffering of the Lord. * Glory + to the active presence of Your providence in our lives, O Christ, out King! * Through it You have brought salvation for all, * for You are gracious and the Lover of mankind.

